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1. Can you share copies of the presentation slides of the Pre-Application Workshop? 

The presentation has been uploaded on the Energy Commission website at the following link: 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/GFO-16-302/

2. I would appreciate your help in determining whether our project and ecosystem would be a candidate for a grant before I apply. There are several aspects of the grant opportunity that "seems" to be a potential fit; however, the applications are cumbersome and it would be great to get your insight before exploring and dedicating time.

Since the solicitation is active, we cannot provide any feedback to your specific project.  However, please note that this is a 2-phase solicitation, the first phase requires the submission of an abstract (please see the solicitation document for details) which is less cumbersome than the full proposal required in Phase 2. 
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3. Please confirm key deadlines to submit Abstracts and Applications.

The Abstracts for Phase 1 must be submitted by September 9, 2016 by 5:00 pm (the Energy Commission website is also being updated to show 5:00 pm). If the Applicant’s Abstract passes Phase 1, then the Formal Application for Phase 2 must be submitted by November 18, 2016 by 5:00 pm.

4. What is the maximum EPIC project period in months?

The maximum project duration for the projects resulting from this solicitation is just over 45 months.  The anticipated agreement start date is June 16, 2017, while the agreement end date cannot be later than March 31, 2021.  
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5. Does Energy harvester have to cover all possible applications, or proposal has to concentrate on one or two specific subjects? Are there any limitations with size and weight of Energy harvesters?

The proposed energy harvester technology does not have to cover all possible applications though it may be suitable for many different applications. However, the application has to be specific about what will be performed to demonstrate its benefits. There is no size and weight limitation. Even a small sized harvester may be able to yield greater benefits with wide application. 

6.  The GFO scope mentions technology advancements that “expand the use of renewable resources that are not currently utilized for electricity generation.” Does this include technologies other than the generation technology itself (e.g., sensing technologies, grid operational hardware/software advances, etc.)?

As indicated under “Minimum eligibility criteria” in Section II.B.2 of the solicitation, the proposed technology or process must result in net electricity generation. Enabling technologies such as sensing technologies may qualify if they are part of an innovative electricity generation technology.

7.  Are public education institutions outside of California eligible to be the leads on the proposal? Are researchers outside of California eligible to be a PI?

This solicitation is open to all public and private entities and individuals with the exception of publicly-owned utilities. Therefore, a public education institution outside of California is eligible to be the lead on the proposal.  In addition, a researcher outside of California is eligible to be a Principal investigator. However, to be eligible for points under the criterion “EPIC Funds Spent in California,” (see Full Application Scoring, scoring criterion 6)  the project budget must show that more than 60 percent of EPIC funds will be spent in California. 

8. Would an out-of-state company that has a federal felony conviction (currently in appeal), which plans to establish and restructure itself in California be eligible to apply?  Or, does CEC need additional information, restructuring, and/or safeguards?

Any company that meets all eligibility criteria, screening criteria, and for which the Grounds to Reject an Application or Cancel an Award listed in Section IV.C. do not apply is eligible to apply under the terms of the solicitation.

However, such an applicant may be scored down as a result of the federal felony conviction.  Please see the scoring criteria listed under Team Qualifications, Capabilities and Resources on pages 39-40 of the manual.  

Additionally, please note that it is up to each applicant to determine whether any laws, ordinances, regulations or standards would preclude the applicant from applying to this solicitation. 

Furthermore, please note that during the application phase the Energy Commission may ask for additional information through clarifying interviews.  If such a company were selected for an award under this solicitation, the Energy Commission may require additional information or safeguards before approving the award.
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9. One of the potential breakthrough technologies identified by the commission is nanogenerators.  It would be a stretch to expect such technologies to make meaningful impact at the grid scale.  One may of course power wearable/wireless sensors using nanogenerators.  Is the commission really seeking 0.1~100 mW level of generation (per device or person) in this solicitation?  Please clarify.

The solicitation does not specify specific level of power generation.  However, it is seeking proposals for development of innovative electricity generation technologies and novel applications with breakthrough potential in the commercial market. Nanogenerators are one of the options for possible projects depending on the competitive justification and market potential. 

10.  In the Costs by Year sheet of the calculator, the Present Value of Costs cell does not display values of $100,000 or above.  Will this be addressed in an addendum?

The calculator has been replaced with a revised calculator that does not have locked cells, so the user can resize cells as needed to display large values. However, the user must be careful to write only in input cells (goldenrod in color) in order to not lose equations built into the calculator. In addition, the calculator performs several calculations that had previously been left to the applicant. Attachment 12 (Instructions for Calculating Costs and Benefits) has been updated to instruct the applicant in working through the calculator. The updated calculator is available at the Energy Commission website at the following link: http://www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/GFO-16-302/

11. Abstract Screening Project Summary—is qualitative listing of benefits adequate for the Phase 1 Abstract? Or is quantitative estimation required as for the Phase 2 Proposal?

Quantitative estimation is not required for Phase 1 Abstract submission.  However, the applicant is encouraged to summarize qualitative or quantitative benefits, which may be helpful in screening and evaluation.  

12. Attachment 12— Is the benefit-cost analysis required for the “your project” scenario in the case of a pilot scale demonstration (e.g., not “technology demonstration and deployment” per p17 definition of Applied R&D).

Benefits and cost analysis, in accordance with Attachment 12, are required for the pilot scale demonstration. Scenarios with widespread market dissemination and economies of scale are required.

13. Attachment 12 p2—How do multiple tabs of calculation spreadsheets fit into application formats and page limits (III. Application Organization and Submission Instructions)?

The Benefits Calculator and any supplemental calculation spreadsheets can be submitted as an Appendix and do not count against the page limit.

14. Group 1 minimum eligibility (p18) — Is “market potential” the same as “net benefits” in Attachment 12? Is this a 4th scenario (5 years after commercialization)?  Is “initial investment” the same as “Energy Commission expenditures “in Attachment 12?  or “initial cost” as in the benefits calculator?

The market potential is not the same as “net benefits” in Attachment 12. As shown in footnote 11 on page 18 of the solicitation manual, the market potential is the estimated value of potential sales of proposed technology during the first five years after commercialization, and is not tied to any of the three scenarios in Attachment 12.  Initial expenditure is the funding awarded by the Energy Commission plus match funding, if used. 

15.  Attachment 12— Is Levelized Cost of Electricity generated (LCOE) calculated in the same way for nanotechnology generation that displaces plug loads?

LCOE and other summary statistics, estimated by the calculator, are by default estimated the same for all technologies. However, an applicant is free to explain why a summary measure or assumption in the calculator does not apply to his/her case, and provide alternative calculations. 
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16. What is the Grade or temperature range of the waste heat mentioned on page 19 in the first bullet under “b. Possible Breakthrough Technologies include but are not limited to:”?

The solicitation does not limit the grade or temperature range of the waste heat. The applicant can select a suitable application. 
 
17. Does the proposed system have to directly generate electricity?  Or, for example, can it produce cooling to offset air conditioning costs or improve power plant efficiency?

The proposed breakthrough technology or process must result in net generation of electricity. As stated in the solicitation, the power plant efficiency project is eligible if it dramatically increases efficiency, has a clear competitive advantage over existing technology or application, and can justify potential market penetration.

18. Can systems be proposed to improve the efficiency of existing thermoelectric devices?  For example, would a technology that reduces the temperature of the cold plate on an existing thermoelectric device be of interest, if it meets the Minimum Eligibility Criteria and the Target Specifications for Advance Breakthrough Technologies?

Since the solicitation is active, we cannot provide any feedback to your specific project. It is up to the applicant to describe how the proposed technology meets the goals and objectives of the solicitation.  However, please note that this is a 2-phase solicitation, the first phase requires the submission of an abstract (please see the solicitation document for details) which is less cumbersome than the full proposal required in Phase 2.

19. Since mechanical energy harvesting is mentioned in Group #1, would a breakthrough piezoelectric device used in applications others than roadways also be considered for funding?

As mentioned in the Solicitation Manual (page 19), energy harvesting technologies, including piezoelectric devices, are eligible for Group 1.

20. How does a personal electronic application, as mentioned on page 19, benefit ratepayers? Please give some examples.

Implementing breakthrough technologies, such as nanogeneration, onto personal electronics would decrease utility ratepayers’ plug load.  The application should describe the ratepayers’ benefits resulting from the proposed technology.
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21. In the target specifications of group 2, it states “Power density greater than or equal to 300 W/sq. ft.” This is an area power density. However, the piezoelectric output is volume related. Is there any thickness requirement? Still about the same specification, is there any power input requirement? Or is this number referring to any specific application environment, such as road side or railway?  

For purposes of this solicitation, the power density is being expressed in terms of power per unit surface area; this will be relevant to target applications such as roads or railways.  There are no thickness or power input requirements.

22. I wanted to check in with you about the GFO-16-302.  We saw that it is to pilot piezoelectric applications in a rail context and wanted to learn if there were potential applicants who were specifically looking at rail applications and what we might learn from the pilot exercise.

We do not know at this time who will be applying for this piezoelectric solicitation.  You may contact the attendees to the workshop.  The attendee list is available at the following link:
http://www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/GFO-16-302/
In addition, you may also contact applicants at the Energy Commission Networking Hub at the following link:
http://bit.ly/CalEnergyNetwork
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23. Do we need any support or intent letters in Phase I Abstract Submission?

[bookmark: _GoBack]As stated in Solicitation Section III.A Abstract Format, Organization, Page Limits, and Number of Copies,  Letter(s) of Support is required.  However, a letter of intent is required only for pilot scale projects. 

24. What is a private/project stakeholder?
As described in Attachment 11, section 2, private/project stakeholder is an entity or individual that will benefit from or be involved in the project.  The stakeholder may intend to provide support such as funding or providing a host site for technology demonstration.

25.  Will the commitment letters be released to the public?
Yes.
26.  Are commitment letters public documents? Can some information on these documents remain private?

All proposal documents, including commitment letters, become public documents once the Notice of Proposed Awards is released. 

27. On page 6 of the Pre-Application Workshop, under "Find Partners via LinkedIn", and using the URL provided as bit.ly/CalEnergyNetwork, it appears that the individuals listed are connected to the Energy Commission; therefore, would it be proper to consider such individuals as "partners" and request assistance for the submission?

LinkedIn is not managed or monitored by the Energy Commission. The applicant cannot reference Energy Commission staff as a partner on the proposed project. 
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28.  Please provide clarification of any IP constraints on contractors who receive grant funding under GFO-16-302.  Specifically, please answer the following question: Are there any restrictions or other limitations that the CEC requires with respect to intellectual property ownership in the event that a company accepts grant funding from the CEC or otherwise engages in the strategic relationship with the CEC as currently contemplated?

Information related to intellectual property is provided in the Electric Program Investment Charge (EPIC) Terms and Conditions, which are available at the following link:

http://www.energy.ca.gov/research/contractors.html
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